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Use the chart below to compare and contrast different types of trials. 
Record the advantages and disadvantages of each trial in the space provided.

Name: _________________________________________________ Student Reproducible 2

TYPE OF TRIAL ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES

Trial by Ordeal

Trial by Oath

Trial by Jury

Trial by Combat

Photos, clockwise from bottom left: © The Granger Collection, New York; © The Granger Collection, New York; © The Granger Collection,
New York; © The Granger Collection, New York; © Rubberball Images/Getty Images; © Michael Newman/PhotoEdit, Inc.



PART 1: MAKE YOUR CHOICE
Read the scenario below. Then answer the questions.

You are in a store with some friends. One of them takes an item off the
shelf and puts it into your backpack without your knowing. A little while
later a security guard accuses you of shoplifting. He searches your
backpack and finds the item. He accuses you of breaking the law. You say
that you did not break the law. The dispute must be settled in a trial of
your choosing. Which type of trial do you choose and why? 

Trial Inform ation F orm

D ate: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

N ature of  the alleg ed crim e:
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Y our side of  the story : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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