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3.5 CLE CREDITS

including ethics

REGISTER TODAY!  800.247.4724 • PBI.ORG

Pittsburgh 
Wednesday, August 6, 2008

2 Programs

  • Ethical Considerations of 
    Insurance Defense Counsel 
    1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

  • Biomechanics of Injury 
    3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.



Session One:
Ethical Considerations of Insurance Defense Counsel
1.5 ethics credits
Ethical Considerations of Insurance Defense Counsel will focus on the tripartite 
relationship of attorney, client and insurance company. 

Through the use of hypotheticals the faculty will:
• Review the use of client stipulations
• Examine how to handle disagreements amongst clients and claim personnel
• Discuss what to do when a client admits to criminal acts or perjury
• Explore Pennsylvania Ethics Opinion 1996
• Examine issues involving defense counsel communication with clients and 

claims professional

Join members of the Insurance Staff Attorney Committee of the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association as they bring you experts who will speak on Hot Topics in Insurance 
Litigation. This two part program will cover Ethical Considerations of Insurance 
Defense Counsel, which will focus on the tri-part relationship of attorney, client and 
insurance company; and Biomechanics of Injury which will focus on injury causation 
and slip and fall. Sign up for one or both parts of this special afternoon offering.

 12:30 - 1:00 Check-in and lunch

 1:00 - 1:05  Welcome & CLE Information

 1:05 - 2:30  Ethical Considerations of Insurance Defense Counsel

Program Schedule



Register Today!   800.247.4724 
ONLINE • PBI.org

Session Two:
Biomechanics of Injury 
2 substantive credits
Biomechanics of Injury will use case studies to show the importance of bio-
mechanical analysis in the defense of Slip & Fall cases. In addition the speaker 
will explore the importance of utilizing experts in the analysis of injury 
causation. The course will provide some familiarity with human anatomy, and 
provide a variety of examples in which claimed injuries are analyzed in light of 
the incidents that reportedly caused them, so that personal injury allegations 
may be more clearly understood.

 2:30 - 3:00 Check-in and 
hors d’oeuvres 

 3:00 - 3:05  Welcome & CLE 
Information

 3:05 - 4:05 Biomechanics of 
Injury Causation

 4:05 - 5:00 Biomechanics of 
Slip and Fall

If you attend this session you will:
• Understand what the biomechanical approach is
• Learn about the correlation between claimed injury and fall 

mechanics
• Discover what to look for in expert reports 
• Find out how to present biomechanical analysis results
• Find ways to determine whether the incident caused the injury
• Learn about anatomy and its relationship to tissue injury and 

biomechanics
• Explore the investigative methodology utilized by biomechanics 

experts

Program Schedule

Pittsburgh
Wed., Aug. 6, 2008
PBI Professional Development Conference Ctr. 
Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Floor

Ethical Considerations of Insurance Defense 
Counsel — 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm; 
check-in and lunch begin at 12:30 pm

Biomechanics of Injury— 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm; 
check-in and hors d’oeuvres begin at 2:30 pm



professional education credits
This program has been approved by the Pennsylvania Continuing Legal 
Education Board for 2 hours of CLE credit in substantive law and 1.5 
hours in ethics.  3.5

Richard V. Baratta, Ph.D.
Rimkus Consulting Group, Inc. 
Houston, TX

Carol J. Comeau, Esq.*
Comeau & Bunker 
Philadelphia

Jerry S. Eisenberg, Esq.*
Eisenberg & Torisky 
Pittsburgh

Kenneth S. O’Neill, Esq.*
Allstate Insurance Company 
Allentown

Gerald F. Strachan, Esq.*
Strachan & Hatzell
Philadelphia

Jesse A. Torisky, Esq.*
Eisenberg & Torisky 
Pittsburgh

Faculty

* Course Planning Committee Member



Name                  _______________________________Atty. # __________ 

Firm _______________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________   ___ 

State____________Zip___________E-mail_________________ 

Phone_____/_____-_________ FAX_____/_____-___________ 
I have enclosed my discount coupon in the amount of 
$______ for my U 1st   U 2nd   U 3rd   U 4th   U 5th seminar.
A check made payable to PBI for $____________ is enclosed.  
Charge my: U      U      U           

Card #______________________________Exp. Date________

Signature ___________________________________________
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Registration Policy: We encourage early 

registration. Save $25 on registrations received 
more than 2 business days before the presentation 

date. Early registration helps us ensure there 
will be suffi cient course materials, seating and 

refreshment. Walk-in registrations will be accepted 
on a space-available basis. Pre-registered 

customers receive priority on the distribution of 
course materials. Those intending to register at 
the door should check www.pbi.org or call (800) 
247-4724 to ensure that the course has not sold 

out and that there have been no schedule changes.
Ticket Policy: Time permitting, you will receive a 
registration ticket that will expedite your check in 

at the door. A registration confi rmation ticket is not 
required for admittance.

Cancellation Policy: 
In order to receive a refund for cancellation (less a 

$25 administrative fee), you must notify PBI by mail 
or FAX no later than 2 business days prior to the 
course presentation date for the appropriate site. 

Otherwise, you will receive the course materials in 
full consideration of tuition paid.

Weather Related Cancellations: Check www.pbi.
org or call (800)-932-4637 ext. 2205.

Registration Transfers: Requests for transfers will 
be honored if they are received prior to the date 

of the course.
Services for Persons with Disabilities: 

If special arrangements are required, please 
contact Brenda Bankowski at (800) 932-4637 at 

least ten days prior to the presentation date.
Speaker Substitutions: PBI reserves the right to 

substitute speakers at all programs.
PBI Scholarships: PBI offers substantially 

reduced tuition for most PBI seminars to allow 
attorneys experiencing fi nancial hardship to 

fulfi ll their mandatory education requirement. For 
details and an application, contact Scholarship 
Administrator at scholarships@pbi.org or (800) 

932-4637 Ext. 2284 at least 30 days before 
the program. (Please note scholarships are not 

available for Online CLE.)
Course Material Return Policy: A ten-day return 

privilege applies to all book orders, less a handling 
& restocking fee of $6.00. The return privilege does 
not apply to DVDs, CDs, or tapes; however, we will 
be happy to replace any defective disks or tapes at 

no cost to the customer.
Legal Services/Public Interest Lawyers: PBI 
waives tuition fees for the fi rst 12 hours of CLE 

taken in each calendar year for attorneys employed 
full-time by many nonprofi t legal services and 

public interest organizations providing legal 
services to individuals at no or de minimus fees. 

These attorneys may enroll for additional CLE 
courses at 50 percent of the highest member fee.

Course Books Available
One copy of the course materials is included in your registration. 
These materials are not available for separate purchase.

Tuition Ethical Considerations of Insurance Defense Counsel (includes course book & lunch)
 U  $79   Member — Pa., or any co. bar assn.
 U  $59  Member admitted after 1/1/03
 U  $49   Members of PBA Insurance Staff Atty. Committee
 U  $99   Nonmember
 U  $59  Paralegals 
 U  $40   Judges and judicial law clerks
 U  $30   Judges and judicial law clerks (admitted after 1/1/03)

Tuition  for Both Courses (includes course books and lunch)
 U  $139  Member — Pa., or any co. bar assn.
 U  $119  Member admitted after 1/1/03
U  $109  Members of PBA Insurance Staff Counsel Committee
 U  $159  Nonmember
 U  $119  Paralegals 
 U    $70  Judges and judicial law clerks
 U    $60 Judges and judicial law clerks (admitted after 1/1/03)

Tuition Biomechanics of Injury (includes course book and hors d’oeuvres)
 U    $99 Member — Pa., or any co. bar assn.
 U    $79  Member admitted after 1/1/03
 U    $69  Members of PBA Insurance Staff Atty. Committee
 U  $119  Nonmember
U     $79  Paralegals 
 U    $50  Judges and judicial law clerks
 U    $40 Judges and judicial law clerks (admitted after 1/1/03)


