PUBLIC DISCIPLINE

Dec. 21, 2006, through
Feb. 21, 2007

»> ALLEGHENY COUNTY

The Supreme Court on Jan. 18 ordered Reed
James Davis suspended for one year and one
day, retroactive to May 13, 2005, the date of
his temporary suspension. A majority of the
Disciplinary Board recommended suspen-
sion for one year followed by probation for
two years with conditions. Three members of
the board dissented in favor of recommend-
ing suspension for the length of Davis’
parole; one member dissented in favor of a
suspension for one year and one day. On
Dec. 6, 2003, Davis pleaded guilty to three
counts of delivery of a controlled substance
(cocaine), three counts of possession with
intent to deliver and three counts of posses-
sion. He was sentenced to one to three years
in prison followed by two years of probation.
He was paroled on Aug. 16, 2005, after serv-
ing one year,

»» BUCKS COUNTY

The Supreme Court on Dec. 21, 2000,
granted a petition subjecting Scott Leon-
ard Feldman to public censure by the
court, on consent, as recommended by a
three-member panel of the Disciplinary
Board. According to the petition in sup-
port of discipline to which he consented,
Feldman admitted in an affidavit that he
inappropriately characterized a judge’s
comments as “gross hyperbole and unsup-
ported by the record” and failed to cooper-
ate with a court-appointed receiver in con-
nection with the return of an improperly
drawn check for legal fees.

The court on Jan. 26 ordered Antoin-
ette M.]. Bentivegna disbarred, as recom-
mended by the Disciplinary Board.
According to the disciplinary report,
Bentivegna filed federal bankruptey peti-
tions on her own behalf in the Eastern
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District of Pennsylvania and the Middle
District of Pennsylvania using her maiden
name, a shortened version of her first
name and a false Social Security number.
The report said this occurred after she had
filed a total of six bankruptcy petitions and
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania had prohibited
her from filing further petitions without
prior court approval. The report also said
Bentivegna offered “false and evasive testi-
mony” when questioned about her actions
by a judge: “The evidence ... is clear and
satisfactory that [Bentivegna] engaged in
fraudulent and dishonest conduct in an
effort to mislead her creditors and the
court, and perjured herself before the
Bankruptcy Court.”

»>» CENTRE COUNTY

The Supreme Court on Jan. 30 ordered
Heather L. Harbaugh suspended on con-
sent for four years, retroactive to Feb. 7,
20006, the date of her temporary suspension,
as recommended by a three-member panel
of the Disciplinary Board. According to
the petition in support of discipline to
which Harbaugh consented, she converted
$33,951.82 that belonged to her client and
the client’s estranged husband from the sale
of their home and lied to another client that
she had filed a petition for modification of
custody as requested.

»>» CUMBERLAND COUNTY

The Supreme Court on Jan. 30 ordered
Anthony Norman Thomas suspended on
consent for one year and one day, as rec-
ommended by a three-member panel of
the Disciplinary Board. According to the
petition in support of discipline to which
Thomas consented, “Respondent’s mis-
conduct in these seven disciplinary matters
primarily involves neglect, incompetence
and lack of communication. However, in
[two of the matters] respondent was paid
advanced fees of $500 and $4,000, respec-
tively, for which he did no work and

which he has not refunded because of lack
of financial resources to do so.” The
petition said another matter “involved the
apparent conversion of $990 from his
IOLTA account. ...”

»> DAUPHIN COUNTY

The Supreme Court on Feb. 2 ordered
Michael Sedor suspended on consent
for two years, retroactive to May 5, 2006,
the date of his temporary suspension, as
recommended by a three-member panel of
the Disciplinary Board. According to the
petition for discipline to which Sedor
consented, he acted as settlement agent
for a single-family housing development,
participated in falsifying information so
buyers could qualify for federally insured
mortgages and as a result pleaded guilty to
a federal charge of conspiracy to defraud.

»» LACKAWANNA COUNTY

The Supreme Court on Dec. 21, 2006,
ordered Albert B. Mackarey suspended on
consent for one year and one day, as recom-
mended by a three-member panel of the
Disciplinary Board. According to the peti-
tion in support of discipline to which
Mackarey consented, he visited a dying
client in the hospital, persuaded her to sign
several blank checks, made out one of the
checks to himselfin the amount of $10,000






