Participants in the first meeting of
the Pennsylvania Bar Association
at Bedford Springs, Pa.,
July 10, 1895
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THE PENNSYLVANIA

BAR ASSOCIATION

It is impossible to say for certain who first hatched the idea that became the
Editor’s note: This article is based on the Pennsylvania Bar Association.
script of a video presentation by Ted
Stellwag, the late executive director emeritus In 1880, the Centre County bar sent letters to other local bars suggesting a
of the PBA, that was shown at the PBA statewide organization. Nothing much came of it.
Board afGovﬂnors’ retreat in Cooperstown,
N.Y, on June 25, 2009. Stelhwag, who In 1888, some Philadelphia lawyers decided to start a Pennsylvania Bar Association.
passed away last September at age 68, had They even wrote an impressive charter, which turned up 30 years ago in the attic
an /zbz'dz'ng love offaz'stmj/ and historic of the Maclay Mansion. Henry Thomas Dolan, the lawyer and iegai historian who
preservation, especially when it came to the in 1970 told the story of our first 75 years in his Diamond Anniversary History,
PBA and the Maclay Mansion, the PBA did some research and found this was a sort of marching and chowder society.
hmdquﬂrtgrs 5ui[dz'ng n H.czrrz'sburg. These guys wanted an excuse to get together for lunch.



Maclay Mansion
DVD on sale in
the PBA Store at

www.pabar.org
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Then, on Sept. 19, 1894, five lawyers met
in Philadelphia to try to give shape to the
notion of a state bar association. George
Whartan Pepper was there. He would
become a U.S. senator and a giant figure
of the early bar. Another of the five was
Judge William Hargest from Dauphin
County. Edward Allinson, publisher of
The Legal Intelligencer, hosted the meeting
in his office.

A call went out for an organizational
meeting to be held in Harrisburg on

Jan. 16, 1895. Allinson promoted the
meeting in his newspaper, and he took
the extraordinary step of traveling to
every county to urge attendance. He must
have been persuasive, but something
much greater galvanized these lawyers.

To quote Henry Dolan, “The practice of
law ... was Balkanized. Sixty-seven little
fiefdoms administered the mechanics of
practice before their courts and their stan-
dards of professional discipline, with more
than a touch of vigorous independence.”

Meanwhile, the state Legislature was
gearing up to regulate the practice,
with dozens of bills that would have
dramarically changed the way lawyers
did business. No local bar would have
been able to turn the legislative tde.
It called for a statewide efforrt.

And so they came, some 200 strong,

to meet in the Supreme Court chamber
in Harrisburg. “They were virtual
s{rangers,” writes Dolan. “But they
recognized in each other men who

had come up through the same training
and experience.”

The meeting accomplished two things.
First, the legislative assault was blunted

by diplomacy rather than atrack.

A Committee of 21 was chosen and

the General Assembly was asked to

refer all law-related bills to thar commit-
tee for review. The second item of busi-
ness was even more important. The
lawyers who squeezed into that ornate
courtroom approved the formal steps for
the creation of the PBA. A charter was
written dated July 1, 1895, with 592
charter members listed.

The charter, which hangs in the

Board Room at the Maclay Mansion,

is handwritten with precise penmanship.
In Section 2 are the words thart still
define the purpose of the association:

“To advance the science of jurisprudence;
to promote the administration of justice;
to secure proper legislation; to encourage
a thorough legal education; to uphold the
honor and dignity of the Bar; to cultivate
cordial intercourse among the lawyers of
Pennsylvania; and to perpetuate the histo-
ry of the profession and the memory of
its members.”
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The photo [reproduced with this article]
is the most famous image in PBA history.
These are the men who made that history
in the early years. The location is the
Bedford Springs Hotel. The date is July
10, 1895. Many of these lawyers came
from rural practices that hadn’t changed
much since Colonial times. They'e sitting
in the sunshine next to their big-city
brethren.

If you had to define the emphasis of the
PBA’s first several decades in a single
word, it would be standardization. A
Committee on Legal Education promoted
the idea of a Board of Law Examiners and

ON SEPT. 19, 1894, FIVE LAWYERS MET IN
PHILADELPHIA TO TRY TO GIVE.SHARE: T® THE
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NOTION OF A STATE BAR ASSOCIATION.
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IF YOU HAD TO DEFINE
THE EMPHASIS (OF THE
PBA’S FIRST SEVERAL
DECADES IN A SINGLE
WORD, IT WOULD BE
STANDARDIZATION.
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’ The Maclay Mansion,
a National Historic Site

built in 1791, is the PBA
headquarters building

in Harrisburg.

THE PBA’S CURRENT
GOVERNANCE FORMAT
BEGAN TO TAKE SHAPE
IN 1959. THE BOARD
OF GOVERNORS WAS
CREATED TO REPLACE
THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE. THE
FINAL PIECE WAS PUT
IN PLACE IN 19686,
WHEN THE PBA
HousE oF DELEGATES
WAS CREATED.
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urged a uniform statewide bar exam and a
standard law school curriculum. The PBA
asked the Supreme Court to rule that
admission to practice before it was tanta-
mount to admission in every other court
in Pennsylvania, and the court finally
agreed in 1909. It was an impressive vic-
tory for the still-new state bar. In 1920,
after 13 years of tough give and take, the
. PBA agreed on proposed local rules of

‘" court to recommend to the Supreme
A“’ Court, but it was not until 17 years later

that the court adopted uniform rules.
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In the year of the PBA’s founding, there
were 39 local bars. That number grew to
67 by 1928, and it was time for them to
have a greater voice. Until then, PBA
policy was made by members voting at
annual meetings, which reflected the
views Oflawycrs at the meering, not nec-
essarily those of the whole membership.
So it was decided that each local bar was
entitled to send two delegates to annual
meetings. Under this plan, proposals
would first be voted upon by the mem-
bers at large, then by the delegates from
the county bars.

At the same time, the state was divided
into eight zones. Each was invited to
send a regional director and three mem-
bers to sit on an Executive Commirtee.
The original 36-member committee grew
to77 and a very large table was needed to
gather around.

The PBA lived our of a suitcase in its
early years. The files and records moved
around as officers changed, stuffed in a
vacant closet or an unused bit of floor
space. There was no staff for the first
25 years,

That all changed in October 1920 when
the PBA hired its first employee to be
executive secretary. Her name was Barbara
Lutz and she had been a theater booking
agent. She set up shop on Markert Street
in Philadelphia, two blocks from City
Hall. Barbara was the entire staff for many
years, except for an occasional hand from
her sister when the workload got

too heavy. We can assume that Barbara
enjoyed the work because she stayed on
the job for 48 years while the PBA sur-
vived the lean times during the Great
Depression and enjoyed the surge of

membership growth after World War IL

The PBA Quarterly was first published in
1929. There have been only four editors,
the latest of which is professor Louis Del
Duca of the Penn State Dickinson School
of Law. Lou began the job in 1968 after
the then-PBA president came to his house
armed with a huge Hershey bar for his
son. The kid loved the chocolate and Lou

was hooked for life.

The PBA moved from Philadelphia to
Harrisburg in 1933 and originally had
offices across from the Capitol. Six years
later, PBA President Robert McCracken
of Philadelphia planted the seed for a
permanent home, and he later chaired a
committee to buy a suitable building in
Harrisburg. When the committee came
to the Maclay Mansion, a limestone
mansion on the riverfront in Harrisburg,
you can imagine their sense of awe. I szl
feel it after 37 years. The second oldest
building in the city, and now a National
Historic Site, it was built in 1791 by
William Maclay, a lawyer and patriot
who was the first U.S. senator from
Pennsylvania.






